Small is Beautiful
Fancy getting out into the great outdoors,
rather than sitting in just surfing the net
or playing endless computer games? This
might be your big chance! Why not look into it today?
In Britain, we have 30,000 species of invertebrates. There are lots of books with pictures and keys to help
you identify what is what. By asking the right questions, you can usually work out what something is. It is
easier if you have a magnifying glass, but you’ll also need some patience!
You could try this as a quick and easy way to sort out the minibeasts in your garden. It’s really just a series
of choices based on what you find when you look at your animal.
Minibeast

With legs

With a shell (snail)

Without legs
Without a shell (slugs, worms, larvae)

6 legs

8 legs
(spiders, tick, mite or
harvestman)
Flat, oval body
(woodlice)

many legs

long body
(centipede, millipede)

All of these are insects

None of these are insects

Ask is the body hard or soft?
How many pairs of wings?
Can you see through the wings?
What shape is the body?

Ask is the body hard or soft?
Does it have segments?
How many legs per segment?
Wildlife Watch is the junior branch
of The Wildlife Trusts and the UK’s
leading environmental action club
for kids. If you care about nature
and the environment and want to
explore your local wildlife – this is
the club for YOU!
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There are 150,000 Wildlife Watch
members around the UK. Taking
part in Wildlife Watch is an exciting
way to explore your surroundings
and get closer to the wildlife you
share it with.

YOUR ANIMAL
What have you caught?……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
How many legs does it have? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………
How does it move? …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Does it move quickly or slowly? ………………………………………………………………………………………………
Where did you find it? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
What was it doing? …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Was it eating? ……………….. What? …………………………………………………………………………………………….
What colour is it? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Why do you think it is that colour? ……………………………………………………………………………………………
Does it have wings? ………………. How many? …………………………………………………………………………….
Can you see any SEGMENTS? …………………….. How many? ………………………………………………………
Draw your animal.
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